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Early Matrix Series, 1898 to 1904.

Introduction.

The files on this disc cover the earliest period of recording in the United Kingdom with the exception of
Fred Gaisberg’s London series which later became the a/b/c series.  A Table is included in the General
Introduction (on this disc) which gives an oversight of what the various series were and who made the
records and these notes are added to help to place the series in context and to show how they came to be
introduced and, if possible, why they came to be introduced.

1.  The “Original” matrix series.

This is the earliest series of all and was begun as soon as Fred Gaisberg had completed his purchases of
zinc sheet, tinsnips and chemicals and had cut out and prepared his blank discs.  It was originally thought
that recording began on 2nd August, immediately after the Bank Holiday in 1898, but a remarkable piece of
work by Peter Adamson of St Andrews has thrown a great deal of light on to the earliest days.  As this
series was compiled with its own Introduction, there is little need to elaborate further.  All records were
made by the process of zinc etching.

2.  The Unlettered” matrix series.

This is the first “proper” series where continuous numbering has been introduced.  The  Original series
began with No 1 each day that  recordings were made,  so that  the date inscribed on the record is  an
essential part of the identification of the disc – it showed on which page of the ledger the disc was listed.
The  series  lasted  for  about  ten  weeks  before  being  discarded  in  favour  of  continuous  numbering,
beginning  presumably  with  No  1  (no  copy  of  which  has  ever  turned  up)  on  1st November,  1898.
Thereafter each day’s output began its listing at the point where the previous day’s work had left off.
Apart from the number on the record there was no need for further markings to say who the expert was,
since Fred was the only expert.  Letters and numbers do appear on these early discs but not to identify the
expert.  This is the only series which did not need an indicating letter, and hence the name given to it.

As early as May, 1899 plans had already been laid to exploit the commercial value of the Gramophone all
over Europe and to that end Fred led his team on the well-known Six Cities Tour beginning in Leipzig and
going on to Budapest, Vienna, Milan, Paris and Madrid.  He tells some of the tale in his autobiography.
This trip was followed by a tour of Britain which included Glasgow, Belfast, Dublin and Cardiff and by a
further visit to Milan in June, 1900 at which point the series came to an end.  Again all records were made
by the process of zinc etching.

3.  The “suffix-A” matrix series of William Sinkler Darby.

In December, 1899 Fred Gaisberg was joined by another of Emil Berliner’s protégés, William Sinkler
Darby who had been sent  by Berliner with a recording machine to St  Petersburg to do some private
exploitation.  His clandestine activities could not be covered up however, with the only pressing plant set
up solely  for  the  use  of  the  Gramophone Company,  and his  recordings in  St  Petersburg  became the
property of London. So did Sinkler Darby.  The Gramophone Company engaged him as a second expert
and proceded to send him all over Europe where he made two thousand five hundred recordings in a single
year.  These were all made by the zinc etching process – in which the expert had not only to prepare the
blanks ready to be used, but also to carry out by himself with the help of whatever team he had with him
all the chemical processing which followed.  All that processing had to be completed at each location,
since the incised wax surfaces of the zinc plates were much too fragile to ship in their raw state to Hanover



Now that  Hanover was receiving boxes of zinc plates from two separate sources it  was necessary to
distinguish between the sources.  The solution was as simple as could be imagined – Fred was unaffected
and Darby put the letter A after every inscribed matrix number.  The A is upper case and has to be shown
as upper case since Fred’s later seven-inch matrix series was given the indicating letter a, lower case.  The
name of the file has been written “suf-A(D)” simply to make the distinction more obvious.

At this point Johnson’s all-wax method of making records was introduced and the improvment in sound
quality was so great that the old zinc process was almost immediately abandoned.  Both the  Unlettered
series and Darby’s suf-A series were discontinued.


	MAT 101
	Gramophone Company Matrix Series.
	Early Matrix Series, 1898 to 1904.
	Alan Kelly
	Compiled with the assistance of the EMI Music Archive.
	Contents:
	General Introduction.
	Introduction (MAT101).
	Matrix Series “Original” – seven-inch records (zinc etched), 1898.
	Matrix Series “Unlettered” – seven-inch records (zinc etched), 1898-1900.
	Matrix Series “Suffix A(D)” – seven-inch records (zinc etched), 1899-1900.
	Matrix Series “FWG-E” – ten/seven-inch records (wax process), 1902-1903.
	Matrix Series “oldZONO” – all sizes, old system (wax process), 1903-1905
	Matrix Series “Misc-Gram” – all sizes (wax preocess), 1903-1906
	Availability: In WORD2000 format on one CD.
	From the compiler, 20 Sherwood Grove, Yorkm YO26 5RD, U.K.
	in Sterling to UK address @ £10 per copy including local postage & packing,
	in US$ to US address @ $20 per copy including airmail postage & packing
	payable by credit card via the Internet to PayPal, or by sterling check or draft,
	in Euros to European address @ €15 per copy including airmail postage & packing
	payable by credit card via the Internet to PayPal, or by sterling check or draft, or in euro banknotes
	outside UK, USA and Europe £11 per copy including airmail postage & packing
	payable by credit card via the Internet to PayPal, or by sterling check or draft,
	PayPal credits to akark@dsl.pipex.com
	Working File CDs currently available.
	Matrix MAT101 Early Matrix Series, 1898-1904.
	MAT102 Fred Gaisberg’s a, b and c series, 1901-1919.
	MAT103 Will Gaisberg’s d, e and f series, 1903-1921.
	MAT104 William Sinkler Darby’s g, h and i series, 1901-1909.
	MAT105 Franz Hampe's k, l and m series, 1902 to 1916+.
	MAT106 Walcutt, Scheuplein, Dillnut & Smoot’s n, o and p series, 1902-1916.
	MAT107 Max Hampe’s q, r and s series, 1904-1916.
	MAT108 Charles Scheuplein's t, u and v series, 1902-1920 / Harry Fleming, 1920-1921.
	MAT109 Arthur Clarke's x, y and z series, 1908-1915.
	MAT115 The London HO “Head Office” Series, 1912-1921, 10” & 12”.
	MAT201 BA/CA Series - R R Sooy (1921) and F W Rennie (1929)
	& Bb/Cc Series, London, 1921 to 1930 (various experts).
	MAT204 BJ/CJ Series, various locations, particularly in Spain, H E Davidson, 1925-1930.
	& BK/CK Series, various locations, Europe, North Africa, India, G W Dillnutt, 1921-1930.
	MAT205 BL/CL Series, Paris, Berlin, Vienna, Prague, Far East, D E Larter, 1924-1930.
	& BM/CM Series, Italy, Scandinavia, Spain, Vienna (Athens), W J Beckwith, 1921-1930.
	MAT206 BN/CN Series, Lisbon, Oslo, Paris, Berlin, Munich, Beuron, Cologne, Barcelona, S E Tunn, 1928-1930.
	& BP/CP Series, Barcelona, Madrid, Paris, J Jackson, 1923-1926.
	MAT207 The London BR/CR matrix series (non-studio recordings), 1925-1930.
	Catalogue CAT2 The Russian Catalogue (Gramophone/Zonophone/Rebikov).
	CAT3 The French Catalogue (new edition, revised and updated).
	CAT4 The German Catalogue (new edition, revised and updated).
	CAT5 The Italian Catalogue (new edition, revised and updated).
	CAT6 The Spanish Catalogue (including Portuguese)
	CAT9 The Dutch Catalogue (electronic version).
	
	Fred W Gaisberg & W Sinkler Darby, St Petersburg, March 19th , 1900. "The 100 rubel overcoats".

